Theosophy and the Theosophical
Society

I WANT to put before you clearly and plainly what
Theosophy means, and what is the function of the
Theosophical Society. For we notice very often,
especially with regard to the Society, that there is a
good deal of misconception touching it, and that people
do not realise the object with which it exists, the work
that it is intended to perform. It is very often looked
upon as the expression of some new religion, as though
people in becoming Theosophists must leave the religious
community to which he or she may happen to belong.
And so a profound misconception arises, and many people
imagine that in some way or other it is hostile to the
religion which they profess. Now Theosophy, looked at
historically or practically, belongs to all the religions of
the world, and every religion has an equal claim to it,
has an equal right to say that Theosophy exists within it.
For Theosophy, as the name*implies, the Divine WISDOM,
the WISDOM of God, clearly cannot be appropriated by
any body of people, by any Society, not even by the
greatest of the religions of the world. It is a common
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